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Mr. Ralph A. Haller
Chief, Private Radio Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D:C. 20554

FEDERAL C()4MiJNICATI~S WtiM!SSlON
CfFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Dear Mr. Haller,

I would like to express my concern over P.R. Docket 92-235,
the FCC's proposal to re-assign radio frequencies in the 72/76 MHz
band.

A number of my constituents have expressed serious concerns
about this plan. As you know, while the change in frequencies may
benefit land mobile radio users, it would interfere with the
ability of hobbyists to safely operate their radio controlled (RIC)
airplanes.

This sport, enjoyed by thousands, contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.
Its enthusiasts belong to RiC clubs and participate in organized
events and contests allover the country. Often, these hobbyists
have invested substantial amounts of money in their equipment.

Any actions which could affect the safety and feasibility of
this sport should only be taken after very careful consideration.
I am forwarding copies of the many letters I have received to your
office. I understand that radio frequency bands are a limited
resource and that this is a complex situation. I urge you, however,
to give full and fair consideration to the important interests of
RIC enthusiasts before reaching any final decisions.

Yours very truly,

~~
Richard A. Gephardt
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The Honorable William L. Clay
u. S. House o~ Reps.
24'70 Raybut-n, House [)~+ice Bui I di ng
Washington, D.C. 20515

Deat- Mr-. Clay:

February 24, 1993

I have been active in the modeling community ~or over 20
year'iS~ am:r1 am a very active memb!!r in !u!>vef"al local clubs.
I am an active competitor in local~ national events.

fhe Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has issued a
Notice o~ Proposed Rule Making (NPRM-PR Docket 92-235) which~

i~ implemented, wi 11 have a pr-o~ound e+~ect on model
~requency use. "rhe new rules will greatly reduce the
usability of +requencies currently assigned -For model use and
increase the r-isk 0+ accidents.

Our frequencies ar-e in the 72-'16 MHz band and is primar-ily
used for- private land mobile dispatch opet-ations. These
bands are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies
that we have been able to share without interference to
each othet-.

However- the FCC now wants t.o ct-eate more land mobile
frequencies by splitting them into narrower bandwidths. As a
t-esult o~ tt1is move :~H of OUt- cun-ent 50 -fr-equencieswill
become unsafe to use.

When -flying radio control aircra-ft, I go to great
lengths to aSSLtt"e the safety 0+ my ~ellow modeler-s and the
many spect.ator-s that come to enjoy the activity at Buder­
Park, and the protection of both private and communIty
property. I~ the number o~ usable ~requencies is reduced as
pr"oposed by the FCC, the t-emaining fr-equencies will become
congested and the margin of safety will be greatly reduced.

The models I constr-uct "H-e e:-:pensive to build, and o-f
more concern are capable of causing property damage~ injury~

or even death i~ inter+ered with by the expansion 0+ the 72­
76 MHz band. 1 -fly my models at or-ganized events and
contests all around the Midwest where several hundred
oper-at.ot-s o-f model airct"C'lft conver-ge. we need the use of OLtt"
full complement of r-adio fr-equencies in or-der- to aSSLlt"S a
sa+e flying site.

I wOLlld not lIke to see the fCC
condi t ions 0+ land mobile Llser-s at.

impr-ove the open":\t. i ng
t.he expense 0+ radIO



conb-ol modeler-so The FCC may not think we arNe impor-tant as
business user-s of radios, but we have a considerable
investment in the models we fly and in the t-adio equipment
use to safe 1y oper-ate them. -I' his hobby has conb- i buted to
advancement and development of the commercial aVIation
industry, so important to this state.

Please help me and my -fellow modelet-s enjoy the safe
pastime of radio control by not allowing the FCC to carry out
its proposals for the 72-16 MHz band.

Si ncen? I y,

W~~
Wi 11 i am T. GaLl
4035 Phillips Ave.
St. Louis, Mo. 63116


